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Milkweed Bug {Oncopeltus fasctatus) f J-.
.' ,, . The majority of these contribute to the enrichment of the soil through their exertions, interchange of soil particles, burrows allowing better drainage, and their dead bodies. As scavengers insects perform a useful service, removing as they do the quantities of dead and decaying animal and plant remains. They are an exceedingly important link in the food chain that maintains a balance in nature. They form far more than half the food supply for birds, fresh-water fishes, reptiles, amphibians and small mammals. 
